Cross

Jehovah’s Witnesses claim Jesus died on an upright stake without a
crossbeam. As their authority for this teaching they quote from Justus
Lipsius of the 16th century. Below is a copy of the Quote taken from
the Kingdom Interlinear, pages 1155 and 1156.

(Justus Lipsius’ book De Cruce Liber Primus, page 647)

APPENDIX

Matthew 10:38 — “torture stake”
(evwwpde, stav-rov’, Greek; 2%¥, tlad’ or 21yy, trluhl’, Hebrew:
eruz, Latin)
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The fact that stau-ros’ s trans-
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tures a-na-Stow-ro’0 OCCUrY but once,
at Habrews 6:6. The root verb staw
vo’c occurs more than 40 times, and
we bave rendersd it ““lmpale.’ with
the footnots: "'Or, ‘fasten on & staks
or pole’

The inspired writarr of the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures wrote in the
common (koi-ne’) Greek and used
the word staw-ros’ to mean the same
thing as in the classical Greek,
& stake or pale, a simple
without & crossbeam of
at any angie. There is no
the contrary. Ths aposties
Paul also use the word

upon which Jesus was
this argues that it was
an upright atake without a cross-
for that 18 what =zylon In
ense means, (Acts 5:30;
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e, or other wooden Instrument
of executign® on which criminals
were Impaled or hanged. (Lewis-
hort) A cross is only a later mean-
ing of cruz. Even in the weitingy of
, & Roman historian of the first
ury B. CTUZ means & mere
single stake for lm-
palemient of a criminal was cailed
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Says that monthly publication
for the Roman Cathollc clergy. The.
Lecleviastical Review, of Septamber,
1920, No. 3, of Baltimore, Maryland,
page I7T3: ‘It may be safely asserted
that only after the edict of Muan,
AD, Y12, was the cross used as the
permanent sign of our Redemption,
De Roszl positively states that no
monogram of Christ, discovered in
the catacombs or other places, can
be traced to a period anterior to the

and triumphant, contented herself
with baving & simple monogram of
Christ: the Greek letter ohi vertically
crossed by a rho, and horizontally
sometimes, by an iota. [s] The
aldest crucifix mentioned as an ob-
Ject of public worship is the ono
venerated In the Church of Nare
bonoa in southern France, as early
as the 6th century.'

Rathar than consider the torture
stake upon which Jesus was lmpaled
a relic to be worshiped, the Jewish
Christians liks Simon Peter would
consider It to be an abominable



