to realize the import of what happened in
1814, it would still make the youngest of
“this generation” nearly 70 years old to-
day. So the great majority of the genera-
tion to which Jesus was referring has al-
ready passed away in death. The remain-
ing ones are approaching old age. And
remember, Jesus said that the end of this
wicked world would come before that gen-
eration passed away in death. This, of it-
self, tells us that the years left before the
foretold end comes cannot be many.

6,000 Years Nearing Completion

There is another way that helps con-
firm the fact that we are living in the final
few years of this “time of the end.” (Dan.
12:9) The Blble shows that we are near-
ing the end of a full 6,000 years of human
history. What significance does this have?

When God gave his laws to ancient Is-
rael, one of those laws involved keeping
the sabbath day holy. On the seventh day
of the week there was to be no labor, The
people were to rest from all their toil. (Ex,
20:8-11) The Bible states that “the Law
has a shadow of the good things to come.”
«=Heb. 10:1.

Revelation chapter 20, verse 6, shows
that God's heavenly kingdom will rule
over the earth for one thousand years
after the end of this system of things.
That millennium will bring a sabbathlike
rest to the carth and all those then in-
habiting it. Hence, the first six thousand
years since man's creation could be lik-
ened to the first six days of the week in
ancient Israel. The seventh one-thousand-
year period could be likened to the seventh
day, the sabbath, of that weeic—2 Pet
3:8.

How fitting it would be far God, foi-
lowing this pattern, to end man's misery
after six thousand years of human rule
and follow it with His glorious Kingdom
rule for a thousand years! This Kingdom
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Christians have prayed for during many
centuries.—Matt. 6:10,

When Do 6,000 Years End?
How can it be determined when 6,000
years of human history will end?
According to reliable Bible chronology,
Adam and fve were created in 402%
B.C.E.* From the autumn of
e———

4026 B.C.E. to 1 B.C.E. .... 4,025 years
1B.C.E. 1o 1 C.E. .......ccivunaeneae 1 yoaIr
1 C.E. 10 1968 C.E. .......... 1,967 years

Total to autumn 1968 .... 5,993 years

This would leave only seven more years
from the autumn of 1968 to complete
6,000 full years of human history. That
seven-year period will evidently finish In
the autumn of the year 1975.

Does this mean that the above evidence
positively points to 1975 as the time for
the complete end of this system of things?
Since the Bible does not specifically state
this, no man can say. However, of this
we can be sure: The 1970's will certainly
see the most critical times mankind has
yet known. The deterioration in human
relations—within families, communities,
clties and nations, and between nations
—will worsen, not improve. (2 Tim. 3:13)
If the 1970's should see intervention by
Jehovah God to bring an end to a corrupt.
world drifting toward ultimate disintegra-
tion, that should surecly not surprise us

If you feel that this is painting the
picture too darkly, consider what warn-
ings the hard facts have forced even men
of this world to express, They sense that
disaster is approaching, hut, lacking the
Bible's guidance, they do not know what
to do about it. That is why U.S. News &
World Report of June 10, 1968 sald:

“What is developing, as many experts see

it, is an era of confusion and doubts unlike
anything experjenced.”

* For further detalla sce the book *All Scripture Is
Inspired of God ond Beweficial,’” pp, 283 to 2BG,
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